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DELTA DENTAL PRESIDENT DAVID B. MORSE TO RETIRE;  

RODNEY YOUNG IS NAMED SUCCESSOR 
 
MINNEAPOLIS (November 16, 2011) – David B. Morse, president and CEO of Delta Dental of 
Minnesota since 2009, will retire at the end of the year following 30 years of service to Delta Dental, 
the company announced today. The board of directors has appointed longtime director Rodney 
Young to succeed Morse as president and CEO, effective January 1, 2012. 
 
Morse joined Delta Dental of Minnesota as general counsel in 1998; for the previous 16 years he had 
served as the company’s external legal counsel, primarily with the law firm Best and Flanagan. He 
has been featured as an expert speaker in numerous industry forums, including Delta Dental Plans 
Association attorney conferences and World Research Group seminars on dental benefits. Morse 
will continue as a member of Delta’s board of directors and in a consulting role to aid in the 
leadership transition. 
 
John Somrock, chair of Delta Dental of Minnesota’s board of directors, said, “The board is 
profoundly appreciative of Dave’s many years of service – as general counsel, guiding us through 
many legal intricacies during periods of change, and in his exceptional leadership in the preservation 
and growth of Delta Dental of Minnesota’s assets. During his tenure as counsel and president, Delta 
Dental of Minnesota has grown from less than $50 million to over $1 billion of business and has 
gained the status of third-largest plan in the Delta Dental system.” 
 
Reflecting on his 30 years with Delta, Morse said, “It’s been very satisfying to watch the company’s 
increased financial stability and success. I’m extremely proud of the confidence that our customers 
have in us, as evidenced by their placing their dental benefits business with us and in many cases 
renewing that relationship year after year. I’m confident that Delta Dental of Minnesota will be in 
excellent hands going forward under Rod Young’s leadership.”  
 
Young, the company’s newly named president and CEO, is a 25-year veteran of the medical services 
field, most recently serving as CEO of Angeion Corporation, a medical device and supplies 
company. He has also served as chair, president and CEO of LecTec, a medical device and 
pharmaceutical company, and as vice president at Chicago-based health care company Baxter  
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International. Earlier, Young held several positions with 3M’s medical product division. He began 
his career in pharmaceutical sales with the Upjohn Company and holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in business administration from Truman State University. 
 
Young joined Delta Dental of Minnesota’s board of directors in 1998. He also serves as a director 
for Allina Health System and continues to serve on Angeion’s board of directors. He was the 
recipient of the National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD) and Twin Cities Magazine 
2010 Outstanding Directors Award for his board service to Possis Medical. Mr. Young’s cumulative 
experience on boards includes roles as director of four publicly-held corporations and two nonprofit 
organizations, with revenues ranging from $30 million to $3.5 billion.  
 
Delta board chair Somrock said of Young, “Rod is a proven, visionary leader who brings wonderful 
community connections to bear as Delta Dental strengthens its focus on improving oral health care 
in the community. In his dual role as CEO of Delta Dental of Minnesota and chairman of the Delta 
Dental of Minnesota Trust, he will lead both organizations to act synergistically, in partnership with 
others, to positively impact oral health care in Minnesota.” 
 
Young said, “Having served on the board for a number of years, I’ve been able to observe and 
contribute to some of the positive initiatives that have occurred as the company has grown and 
changed. Dave Morse has done a superb job leading the organization the last few years, making sure 
the constituents have been served. I am pleased that he will still be part of the organization during 
the transition. Going forward one of our goals is to make a notable difference in the lives of 
Minnesotans, especially our underserved communities that will benefit from greater access to oral 
health care. I look forward to working with our Delta Dental team, business partners, dental 
professionals and our board to continue growing the company, as well as furthering our service to 
our community.”  
 
 
About Delta Dental of Minnesota  
Delta Dental of Minnesota serves 8,000 employer groups with more than 3.8 million members in 
Minnesota and across the nation. For more information, visit www.deltadentalmn.org. Delta Dental 
is a registered mark of Delta Dental Plans Association. Delta Dental of Minnesota is an independent 
nonprofit dental services company and is an authorized licensee of the Delta Dental Plans 
Association of Oak Brook, Ill.  
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