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Delta Dental Plan Of Minnesota Awards $10,000 In Grants To 
Mark National Youth Service Day  

“Serve a Smile” Grants will Support Youth Service Projects Across Minnesota 
 

(EAGAN, MINN.) March 16, 2004 —Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota, in 

partnership with the Minnesota Youth Alliance, announced today it would be awarding 

$10,000 in grants through the Serve A Smile program to mark the 16th Annual National 

Youth Service Day April 16-18, 2004.  The annual event attracts more than 20,000 

Minnesota youth.  Youth and school-based service-learning organizations are 

encouraged to apply for the grants.   

"Delta Dental is pleased to support this community effort,” said Michael Walsh, 

president and CEO of Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota. “Youth volunteers play a vital 

role in our community.  Their natural enthusiasm and commitment to service and 

helping others set a positive example for everyone,” Walsh added. 

Grants from $100 to $1,000 each will be available to youth and service-based 

organizations.  Past Youth Service Day events have included volunteer efforts at 

homeless shelters, public park clean-ups, assisting seniors, mentoring young children 

and many others.   

“We encourage youth groups to look for a service project that can benefit their 

local community,” said Ann Johnson, Director of Community Relations at Delta Dental 

Plan of Minnesota.  “The grants will provide much needed financial support to assist 

volunteers in their efforts.” 

Applications and grant guidelines are available on the Minnesota Alliance with 

Youth Web site at www.mnyouth.org and the Minnesota Family, Career and  
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Community Leaders of America Web site at www.fccla.umn.edu.  To be considered, 

completed applications must be submitted by March 26, 2004. 

 

An innovator in oral health benefit plans, Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is an 

independently operated, nonprofit dental services company that administers self-

insured and prepaid dental service plans.  Delta Dental serves more than 8,600 

employer groups with more than 2.8 million members in Minnesota and across the 

nation.  Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is headquartered in Eagan and has a customer 

service center on Minnesota’s Iron Range.  For more information, visit our Web site at 

www.deltadentalmn.org. 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota’s® Serve A Smile SM Fund is an initiative that is 
all about youth creating happy and healthy smiles through positive action and 
community service.  The fund will support young people in their efforts to make a 
difference in their communities.   
 
Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota focuses its corporate giving and community investment 
efforts on programs that promote health, education, and youth. 
                  
Minnesota Alliance With Youth The Minnesota Alliance With Youth is a statewide 
alliance of communities, non-profits, businesses, faith communities, families, and 
young people. It is Minnesota's initiative in the America’s Promise movement. The 
Alliance is dedicated to improving youth access to the five Promises of the President’s 
Summit for America's Future:  
 
• Mentor.   An ongoing relationship with a caring adult.  
• Protect.   Safe places and structured educational activities during non-school hours.  
• Nurture.   A healthy start from birth to 18.  
• Teach/Learn.   Marketable skills through effective education.  
• Serve.   Opportunities to give back to their communities through service.  
 

(more)

http://www.deltadentalmn.org/
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National Youth Service Day, a program of Youth Service America (YSA), is the 

largest service event in the world.  It mobilizes youth as leaders to identify 
and address the needs of their communities through service and service-
learning, and educates the public, the media, and policymakers about the 
year-round contributions of young people as community leaders. Youth 
Service America is a resource center that partners with thousands of 
organizations committed to increasing the quality and quantity of 

volunteer opportunities for young people in America.   
 
Minnesota Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) is the 
state lead agency for National Youth Service Day.  FCCLA is a national vocational 
student organization for young men and women in family and consumer sciences 
education in public and private school through grade 12. 
 
Youth Service America (YSA) is a resource center that partners with thousands of 
organizations committed to increasing the quality and quantity of volunteer 
opportunities for young people in America, ages 5-25, to serve locally, nationally, and 
globally. Founded in 1986, YSA's mission is to strengthen the effectiveness, 
sustainability, and scale of the youth service and service-learning fields. A strong youth 
service movement will create healthy communities and foster citizenship, knowledge, 
and the personal development of young people. YSA envisions a powerful network of 
organizations committed to making service and service-learning the common 
expectation and common experience of all young people in America. For more 
information, visit: www.YSA.org.  
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