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Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota Offers to Lead Food Drive in Twin 
Cities to Replenish Depleted Iron Range Food Shelves 

Company donates $5,000 to kick off effort and will transport food to the Range.  
Encourages private sector, general public to drop-off food at Delta Dental’s Eagan 

headquarters   
 

EAGAN, (Minn) March 10, 2003 — Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota’s President 

and CEO Michael F. Walsh announced today that the company would coordinate a Twin 

Cities food drive to replenish the depleted Iron Range food shelves, highlighted in an 

article in yesterday’s Star Tribune.  The company, which employs 400 employees in the 

Twin Cities and 85 individuals at its Gilbert/Iron Range customer service call center, 

encourages local companies and the general public to drop-off food at Delta Dental’s 

Eagan headquarters.  Delta Dental has offered to coordinate with Minnesota FoodShare 

and transport the donations directly to the food shelves on the Range.   

“We are very concerned by the fall-out the Range’s unemployment situation has 

caused, especially in terms of how it affects the basic needs of individuals and families,” 

said Walsh.  “We have been doing business on the Range for the past several years and 

Delta Dental is pleased to have the opportunity to help out the folks on the Range in 

responding to this urgent need.” 

Delta Dental will kick off the food drive with a $5,000 donation to Minnesota 

FoodShare, earmarked for the Iron Range food shelves.  In addition, employees at Delta 

Dental’s Eagan headquarters and at its Gilbert Customer Service Center will conduct a 

company-wide food drive to contribute to this effort.  Twin Cities-based companies or 

individuals interested in participating in this effort are encouraged to drop-off food 

donations at Delta Dental’s Eagan headquarters, located at 3560 Delta Dental Drive, 

between 8:00 am - 4:30pm, by Tuesday, March 18.  Items recommended for donation 

include non-perishable food items and paper products.  For more information or 

directions, please call Ann Johnson at (651) 994-5248. 
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“We have been overwhelmed by the strong response the article has generated,” 

said Sue Kainz, Minnesota FoodShare’s annual food-drive campaign coordinator.  “We 

are thrilled that Delta Dental has offered to lead a special effort in the Twin Cities to 

respond to the needs of the Iron Range food shelves and strongly encourage other 

companies to participate in this effort.” 

 Walsh added that Delta Dental would also speed up its customer service center 

expansion plans in an effort to create new jobs on the Range.  “At the end of the day, we 

need to address this situation via an economic solution.  Investing on the Iron Range has 

greatly benefited Delta Dental and we strongly encourage other companies to follow 

suit.” 

 For more information on Minnesota FoodShare go to www.gmcc.org/foodshare or 

call (612) 721-8687. 

An innovator in oral health benefit plans, Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is an 

independently operated, nonprofit dental services company that administers self-insured and 

prepaid dental service plans.  Delta Dental serves more than 8,600 employer groups with more 

than 2.8 million members in Minnesota and across the nation.  Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is 

headquartered in Eagan, and has a customer service center on Minnesota’s Iron Range.  For 

more information, visit our Web site at www.deltadentalmn.org. 
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