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     February 28th, 2014
         

Average Tooth Fairy Gift Hits Record High in 2013
Delta Dental survey shows average gift outperforms S&P 500

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (Feb. 28, 2014) – The going rate for lost baby teeth had major gains in 2013. In fact, according to Delta Dental’s The Original Tooth Fairy Poll®, 1 the average gift from the Tooth Fairy climbed to $3.50 last year, up from
$2.42 in 2012. This 44.6 percent rise surpassed the outstanding performances of the major U.S. stock indexes.

The Original Tooth Fairy Poll® has generally been a good barometer of the market’s overall direction. In fact, the trend in Tooth Fairy giving has tracked with the movement of Standard & Poor’s 500 Index (S&P 500) in 10 of the past 11 years. In 2013, the S&P 500 gained 29.6 percent, its best annual performance since 1997. 

As leaders in the oral health industry, we keep our eye on all kinds of economic indicators,” said Tim Quinn, Chief Marketing Officer and Vice President Consumer Sales at Delta Dental of Minnesota. “The Tooth Fairy’s record giving tracks with big gains in the stock indexes in 2013. 

First Tooth Has Higher Valuation

Delta Dental’s survey found that the Tooth Fairy was even more generous for firsttime tooth giving, leaving more money for the first tooth than for other teeth in 59 percent of homes. On average, the amount given for the first tooth was $4.51. This is a 29.2 percent increase from last year.

Other findings from The Original Tooth Fairy Poll®, which surveyed more than 1,000 parents nationwide, include:

	The Tooth Fairy visited 86 percent of U.S. homes with children who lost a tooth.
	The Tooth Fairy left cash for kids in 98 percent of the homes she visited. Two percent of children received toys, gum or other gifts.
	The most common amount left under the pillow by the Tooth Fairy was $1 (42 percent received this amount).
	Twenty-eight percent of kids hit it rich and received $5 or more for each lost tooth.


Encouraging Healthy Habits

The Original Tooth Fairy Poll® helps to promote good dental hygiene habits that encourage healthy and happy smiles across America. “Delta Dental encourages parents to talk about the Tooth Fairy’s visits as a way to discuss good oral health even before a child loses their first tooth,” Quinn said. For more information and ways to make your child’s Tooth Fairy experience extra special, visit www.deltadentalmn.org.

About Delta Dental of Minnesota:

Delta Dental of Minnesota is the largest regional provider of dental benefits and one of the largest in the nation. For more than 40 years, Delta Dental of Minnesota has focused on improving oral health in the communities we serve by providing access to a wide range of quality, affordable dental benefit plans. 
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