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TOOTH FAIRY’S PAYMENT SLIDES WITH THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN 
Survey indicates 2002-03 payment dropped by 6 cents to $1.54, 

 reflecting slow economic times and budget constraints 
 

(EAGAN, MINN.) Feb. 28, 2003 — Even the Tooth Fairy could not escape the harsh 

realities of a sluggish economy and budget constraints.  The average “gift” a young child's tooth 

receives dropped by six cents, from $1.60 last year to $1.54 — a decrease of 3.75 percent, 

according to a survey of almost 600 parents, conducted by Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota 

(Delta Dental). 

“The average gift from the Tooth Fairy dropped for the first time since we started the 

survey several years ago” said Marty Weiland, research analyst at Delta Dental Plan of 

Minnesota.  “Over the last few years we saw the price increase, but it seems like the recession 

finally caught up with the fabled Tooth Fairy.  Overall, however, the Tooth Fairy did not fair as 

badly as some of the major market indices — most of which have dropped by about 25 percent 

over the past year.”   

Major market indices took a beating during the same time period, the 12 months ending 

Feb. 26, 2003.  The NASDAQ dropped by more than 25 percent or 448 points to 1,303, the 

S&P 500 dropped by more than 25 percent or 279 points to 827 and the Dow Jones Industrial 

Average (DJIA) dropped by just over 22 percent or 2,300 points to 7,806 during the same time 

period.  

Almost 600 Minnesota parents participated in the annual survey, conducted in February 

as part of Delta Dental’s Children’s Dental Health Month activities.  Other activities included 

conducting oral health educational sessions at several Head Start classrooms on Minnesota’s 

Iron Range and a partnership with Twin Cities-based nonprofit, Children’s Dental Services, to 

provide free dental screenings at the Mall of America’s Toddler Tuesday program.  

According to the survey, parents of today’s children received approximately 46 cents on 

average for their own teeth.  Also, the survey results showed that today, a child’s first visit to 

the dentist took place on average between 2-4 years of age.  Additionally, more than 90 percent  
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of parents surveyed reported having fluoride treatments performed on their children’s teeth and 

75 percent reported that their children had tooth sealants. 

“The American Dental Association currently recommends that you schedule a visit to 

your dentist by your child’s first birthday,” said Dr. Dick Hastreiter (DDS), vice president of 

Delta Dental’s Oral Health Management Center.  “This will give your child an opportunity to 

become familiar with the dentist, a chance for the provider to evaluate any adverse habits such 

as thumb sucking and to identify if your child has any additional fluoride needs.” 

According to the Textbook of Pediatrics, tooth decay is the most common chronic 

childhood disease, affecting 5-8 times as many children as asthma.  Additionally, children 

suffering from dental problems lose an estimated 52 million school hours annually, according 

to the American Journal of Public Health. 

“The Tooth Fairy is a rite of passage and provides an ideal opportunity for parents to 

instill good oral health habits in their kids,” said Dr. Hastreiter.  “Using effective brushing and 

flossing techniques and eating a healthy diet are essential habits to develop at an early age.  The 

importance of maintaining clean teeth cannot be over-emphasized.” 

Observation of children’s dental health began as a one-day event in 1941.  In 1981, the 

event was extended to a month-long celebration, known today as National Children’s Dental 

Health Month.  For more oral health tips check out the Delta Dental Web site at 

www.deltadentalmn.org. 

Delta Dental’s Children’s Dental Health Month events are part of a statewide community 

relations initiative focusing on children’s oral health issues, which also includes a partnership 

with Children’s Dental Services, a local nonprofit, to help establish elementary school-based 

dental screening, referral, and treatment programs in inner-city schools in Minneapolis and St. 

Paul. 

### 
 

An innovator in oral health benefit plans, Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is an independently operated, nonprofit 
dental services company that administers prepaid dental service plans. Delta Dental and its affiliates serve more 
than 12,000 employer groups with more than 3.2 million members here and across the nation.  Delta Dental Plan of 
Minnesota is headquartered in Eagan, Minn., and has a customer service center on Minnesota’s Iron Range.  
Through an exclusive partnership with Europ Assistance — the world’s leading provider of assistance and 
insurance related services — Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota offers both expatriate dental coverage and global 
emergency dental services to members traveling or working abroad.  Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is among the 
few dental plans in the United States to offer such extensive global coverage. For more information visit us on the 
Web at www.deltadentalmn.org. 
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