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Tooth Fairy Kicks off Children’s Dental Health Month  
at Mall of America 

Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota sponsors event, offers free dental screenings for children 
 
Jan. 30, 2003 (EAGAN, Minn) — She may not be Mariah Carey, but the Tooth Fairy is 

expected to draw a crowd during the Mall of America’s Toddler Tuesday program on 

February 4, when she joins Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota (Delta Dental) to promote 

Children’s Dental Health Month at the Sam Goody Central rotunda.  Her visit, which will 

take place between 10:00am and 12:00 noon, will coincide with free dental screenings for 

kids, distribution of children’s toothbrushes and more. 

 

“Children's Dental Health Month is a wonderful opportunity for parents to educate their 

children about the importance of good dental habits,” said Richard J. Hastreiter (DDS, 

MPH), vice president of the Oral Health Management Center at Delta Dental Plan of 

Minnesota.   “Effective brushing with a fluoride toothpaste, flossing and a healthy diet 

can have a significant impact on a child’s oral health.  Helping children learn healthy 

attitudes and habits will allow them to maintain a lifetime of healthy smiles” 

 

During the Feb. 4 event, the Tooth Fairy will distribute children’s toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, special “tooth collection pouches” and children’s oral health education 

brochures.  In addition, the “The Berenstain Bears Go To The Dentist” will be read aloud 

to children at the event, with the famed Brother and Sister bears making a special guest 

appearance during the reading.    

 

In addition, free dental screenings for children under 18 years of age will be offered 

during Toddler Tuesday programs throughout the month of February.  The screenings  
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will be sponsored by Delta Dental and performed by trained dental hygienists from 

Children’s Dental Services to mark National Children’s Dental Health Month.  

 

According to the Textbook of Pediatrics, tooth decay is the most common chronic disease 

of childhood, affecting 5-8 times as many children as asthma.  Additionally, the 2000 

U.S. Surgeon General’s report, Oral Health in America, stated that more than 51 million 

school hours are lost to dental-related illness each year. 

 

“Teeth are meant to last a lifetime,” said Hastreiter.  “In combination with sound oral 

health habits and advances in the prevention of oral diseases, there’s every reason to 

believe that many of today’s children can live their entire lives without tooth decay or 

gum disease. ” 

 

On a lighter note, Delta’s much-anticipated Annual Tooth Fairy Survey will be released 

at the end of February to close the month’s events. The survey, conducted among parents 

throughout Minnesota, researches the average “gift” (usually money) a young child's 

tooth receives from the fabled Tooth Fairy. 

 

Delta Dental’s partnership with Children’s Dental Services was established in 2000 to 

create an elementary school-based dental screening, treatment, referral, and education 

program in inner-city schools in Minneapolis and St. Paul.  This relationship is part of 

Delta Dental’s broader campaign to promote better oral health across Minnesota 

communities.   

 

Observation of children’s dental health began as a one-day event in 1941.  In 1981, the 

event was extended to a month-long celebration, known today as National Children’s 

Dental Health Month.  For more oral health tips, check out the Delta Dental Web site at 

www.deltadentlmn.org.  

 (more)
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An innovator in oral health benefit plans, Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota is an independently operated, 
nonprofit dental services company that administers prepaid dental service plans, serving more than 9,000 
Minnesota-based purchasing groups with more than 2.7 million members here and across the nation.   
Through an exclusive partnership with Europ Assistance — the world’s leading provider of assistance and 
insurance related services — Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota offers both expatriate dental coverage and 
global emergency dental services to members traveling or working abroad.  Delta Dental Plan of 
Minnesota is among the few dental plans in the United States to offer such extensive global coverage.  
 
Media contact: Dimitri Senaratna at 1(651) -994-5275 or dsenaratna@deltadentalmn.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Media interested in covering this event are asked to check-in at the East Guest Service Desk at the Mall of 
America for appropriate credentialing.  
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